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INTRODUCTION  

This Plan is the product of the Almont Community Parks and Recreation Board in cooperation with the 
Almont Village Council, the Almont Township Board of Trustees, and residents of the Village and 
Township who participated in this effort.  The Plan is an update of the 2013-2017 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.  Its composition and adoption process comply with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and 
Greenway Plans.  The PlaÎȭÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ will qualify the Village and Township to apply for MDNR grants 
for a total of five years after its adoption.  
 
More importantly, the Plan will provide a road map for the Parks and Recreation Board as it works to 
improve recreational opportunities in the community.  This Plan was established by identifying 
community needs in the Almont Area, holding discussions during public meetings, considering State 
recreational standards, and input from the Parks and Recreation Board.  Neither the Village of Almont 
nor Almont Township are financially obligated to complete any of the future projects proposed by the 
Parks and Recreation Board.  However, both political jurisdictions support community amenities that 
reflect the best qualities of the Village and Township. 
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Map 1: Regional Location Map 

 

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION  

The Village of Almont is in Almont Township, in the southeast corner of Lapeer County, approximately 
40 miles from downtown Detroit and 35 miles from downtown Flint.  The population of Almont 
Township, which includes the residents of the Village of Almont, was 6,961 in 2020 (based on the U.S. 
Census Population Estimates); this is an increase of 378 from the population in 2010 of 6,583.  
 
The geography of Almont Township and the Village of Almont is roughly 37.1 square miles of land and 
0.1 square miles of water.  The Village is only 1.42 square miles located inside the Township.  The land 
around the Township and Village is relatively flat with farming areas located away from the Village.  
 
Almont Township and the Village of Almont are within a small residential community setting.  Most of 
the Township is designated as an agricultural or residential use on acreage (based on the 
Comprehensive Plan).  Many of the commerce in the community is based within the area.  There are 
regional amenities that exist in Lapeer County that are available to the residents of the Almont and 
Almont Township.  
 
Both the Township and Village are bisected by State Highway M-53, which runs north and south 

through the community.  The highway links the City of Detroit to Port Austin, 
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÔÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÈÕÍÂȟȱ ÏÎ ,ÁËÅ (ÕÒÏÎȢ  A considerable number 
of residents in the Village of Almont and Almont Township utilize their own 
method of transportation to get around.  Throughout the community, there 
are options for promoting healthy living through the downtown area.  
 
 
The north branch of the Clinton River runs through the southern half of 
Almont Township, flowing northeasterly through the Village.  The Village 
Master Plan indicates that much of the land along the river in the Village is 
comprised of wetlands and woodlands. 

 

Table 1: Age 
Distribution 

Age Distribution ɀ
Almont 

Under 18 21% 

65 and over    14.1% 

Under 18 29.0% 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  



 
 

Almont Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan (2023-2027)  3 

ADMINISTRATIVE S TRUCTURE AND  PARTNERSHIPS  

Village / Township / Parks and Recreation Board  

Any resident of the Village of Almont or Almont Township is considered a part of the general 
membership of the Almont Parks and Recreation Board by simply attending a meeting of the Board.  
The general membership elects the Executive Board at the first meeting of the Board each year.  The 
Executive Board consists of a chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary, treasurer, and the number of 
trustees determined by the general membership.  The Parks and Recreation Board is responsible for 
developing the Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan, which serves as the vision for the future. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Almont Village Council:  Almont Township Board:  

Steve Schneider, President Paul Bowman, Supervisor 
Tim Dyke,  President Pro-Tem Carol Hoffner, Clerk 
Jacqueline Calka Roberta Kudsin, Treasurer 
Peter Feldman Gary Groesbeck 
Wayne Glasser Kimberly Streeter 
Melinda Steffler Randy Eschenburg 
James Aleck Rick Dodge 
  
 

Almont Community Parks and Recreation Board  

Bernard Calka, Chairman 
Angelique Howe, Vice Chairman 

Jacqueline Calka, Treasurer 

Almont Community Parks and 
Recreation Board 

Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan 

Almont Village Council Almont Board 

Almont Community 
Park 
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Roberta Kudsin, Secretary/Twp. Representative 
Wes Wagester-Terry Roach-Melissa Schneider 

Cathy McGee-Michael Howe 

Staff 

The park is maintained by the Village of Almont Department of Public Works (DPW), with a staff of four 
full-time employees.  The staff is charged with general up-keep of the park property such as lawn 
mowing/leaf collection, minor repairs to equipment, tree removal, and brush clipping. 

Budget  

The Almont Community Park is one of the main recreation facility owned by both the Village and 
Township (the Village also owns Burley and Murphy Parks, two small memorial parks).  For this reason, 
this facility serves as the focus for recreational development in the Plan.  The facility is shared by the 
Village and Township, which also share the costs for development and maintenance in the park.  The 
Township also has 13.7 acres of former school property that is used for recreational fields.  The park 
fund is billed by the DPW for maintenance work performed.  The Village and Township each contribute 
one half of the annual budget.  Table 2 below shows the 2016-2017 budget (not including revenues or 
funding sources) for the Almont Community Park: 
 

Table 2: Parks and Recreation Budget (Fiscal Year 2023-2027) 

Operating Supplies $1,000 
Maintenance and Service Contracts $19,700 
Picnic and Festival $5,000 
Liability Insurance $500 
Electrical $600 
Water Utilities $900 
Equipment/Building Repairs $5,000 
Total $32,700 

Funding Sources  

Recreation is funded through the allocation of general fund revenue by the Village and Township.  In 
addition, the Village and Township also receive donations from time to time from local organizations to 
help with the funding of specific improvements.  Finally, the Village and Township also collect revenue 
by renting the park pavilion and kitchen to residents and guests throughout the year. 
 
Some of the improvements in the park have been covered through MDNR grants that the community 
has applied for previously.  The latest grant was awarded in 2022 from Michigan Township Par Plan 
RRGP and donation from DTE Energy. 
 

Status Report of All Grant -Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities  

To date, the Village of Almont and Almont Township have received three grants from the MDNR for 
park developments and improvements.  In 2022 3 grants were awarded from Michigan Township Par 
Plan RRGP as well as a monetary donation from DTE Energy. 
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Table 3: Recreation Grant History 

Village of Almont/Almont Township 
 Recreation Grant History 

Year Project Name Description Amount Status 

1981 Almont Community Park 
Project No. 26-01187 

Development will include tennis 
courts, foot bridge and LWCF sign.  

$21,500 Closed 

1999 Almont Community Park 
Pathway 

Project No. CM99-352 

Construction of paved pathway in 
the Almont Community Park to 
provide access to the Clinton River. 

$21,656 Closed 

2014 
 
 
 
 
 
2022 

Almont Community Park 
Improvement Project 

Project No. RP14-0069 
 
 
 

Almont Community Park 
Security Lighting Project 

To improve the community park by 
renovating site pavilions, adding 
barrier-free parking, universal 
accessibility throughout the park, 
walking trails and receptacles.  
 
Provide new lighting outside and 
under  pavilion, &  light poles for 
safety at each end of bridge. 
 
 

$44,800 
 
 
 
 
 
$12,750 

Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
Closed 

 
Table 4: Parks and Recreation Funding Sources (Fiscal Year 2022-2023) 

Revenue  
Township $12,500 
Village $15,000 
Park Rentals $900 
Donations As Received 

Volunteer Activities  

The Village and Township rely on volunteers from a range of local organizations to assist with 
recreational activities and park beautification efforts.  These groups contribute greatly to the quality 
and quantity of such events.  These organizations also promote other recreational activities within the 
community, as listed below: 

¶ Almont Lions Club ɀSponsors an annual Easter egg hunt in the park, participates in the Spooky 
Time Bash, supports the Music in the Park program.  

¶ Almont Chamber of Commerce ɀPromotes ideas & info needed to keep local businesses growing. 

¶ Almont American Legion Post ɀ Conducts Memorial Day services at Veterans Park. 

¶ Almont Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts/Cub Scouts ɀ Undertakes service projects in the park as needed. 

¶ Almont Masonic Lodge ɀ Participates in local events. 
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¶ Almont Youth Baseball Association ɀ Coordinates baseball, softball, and tee-ball leagues for 
children from 3 to 16 years old in the community, in conjunction with Almont Township and the 
Park Board. 

¶ Downtown Development Authority  (DDA) ɀ Provides assistance at the park as needed. 

Relationship with Almont Community Schools and the Almont DDA  

The best relationship exists between the Township and the Village as they share the fiscal responsibility 
and maintenance of the park property in the Almont community.  Both municipalities are represented 
on the Parks and Recreation Board by members of their respective communities and they make 
decisions for the parks programming and operations in the community.  
 
The Village and Township work closely with the Almont Community Schools system as well as the 
Almont DDA to provide quality recreational opportunities in the community.   
 
The Almont Community Schools system also provides recreational and personal enrichment 
programming for its own facilities, which include several outdoor facilities, gymnasiums and its 
administration building.  Programs other than school sport teams include: 
 

¶ Tennis 

¶ Boys Basketball 

¶ Yoga 

¶ Volleyball 

¶ Cheerleader Clinics 
 
The Almont DDA was established by the Village of Almont as a quasi-independent organization to 
promote development within the VillagÅȭÓ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×ÎȢ  In keeping with its mission to cultivate 
development, the DDA organizes or supports several events to promote the community, including: 
 

¶ The Heritage Festival 

¶ The Spooky Time Bash (sponsored by the Lions Club) 

¶ The Holly Day Light Parade 

Prosperity Region Designation  

In 2012, Governor Rick Snyder divided the State up into various regions identifying them as Prosperity 
Region Destinations.  The designation allows for State and Federal funding to provide  Quality of Life 
improvements in the counties within the region.  As residents and business locate to these regions, the 
State would provide resources to provide amenities that would promote the region.  The Almont 
community is within the Eastern Michigan corridor with Genesee and Shiawassee County. 
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RECREATION INVENTORY  

Regional Facilities  

On a regional level, the Village of Almont and Almont Township are located within a 30-mile radius of 
several State and Lapeer County recreation areas and game areas.   

1. State Parks 
A. The Lapeer State Game Area covers over 13,000 acres in Oregon, Mayfield, and Arcadia 

Townships, in northern Lapeer County.   

 
 
B. The MetamoraɀHadley Recreation Area is 723 acres 

in size and provides beach facilities, camping, mini-
cabins, a picnic area, picnic shelters, restrooms, 
showers, 6 miles of hiking trails, a beach, 
concessions, 214 campsites, cross-country skiing, 
snowmobiling, hunting, and a store.  
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C. The Ortonville Recreation Area is a 
5,400-acre facility that is under the 
jurisdiction of Oakland County, 
although a portion of the park is in 
Hadley Township.  The area provides a 
wide range of facilities including 25 
campsites, a bathroom and showers, a 
picnic area, a boat launch, fishing, 
swimming, cross-country skiing, nature 
trails, playgrounds, and hunting. 
 
 
 
 

D. A portion of the Holloway Reservoir is in Oregon Township.  The reservoir is a heavily used 
facility for boating and water skiing.  The boat launch facilities on the reservoir are under the 
jurisdiction of Genesee County.  
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The Seven Ponds Bird 
Sanctuary and Arboretum 
is a 188-acre facility located 
west of Rochester Road in 
Dryden Township. 

 

2. County Parks  
 

A. Torzewski County Park 

 

 
 
B. General Squire Park 

 

  
 

3. Other  Parks  
 

A. The Seven Ponds Bird Sanctuary and Arboretum 
 

 
 

General Squire Park in Dryden Township provides a baseball diamond, a water play area, a 
picnic area, cross country skiing, nature trails, sledding, fishing, restrooms, and meeting halls. 

Torzewski County Park in Oregon Township provides a wide range 
ÏÆ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÙ ÐÏÏÌȟ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÓÌÉÄÅÓȟ ÂÏÁÔ 
rentals, a picnic area, nature trails, a ball diamond, fishing, cross -
country skiing, sledding, an amphitheater, and pavilions. 
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Technically two trails, the 
Polly Ann Trail in Lapeer 
County and the Oakland 
County Polly Ann Trail, runs 
a total of 36 miles from 
Orion Township north 
through the Village of 
Dryden and Imlay City to 
Kings Mill.  The trail crosses 
General Squier Road less 
than 4 miles west of 
downtown Almont. 

 

B. Polly Ann Trail 
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Almont Community Recreation Facilities  

The following Recreational Inventory is a comprehensive list of public and private recreation areas and 
facilities in the Almont Community (see Map 2).  This inventory will be used as a basis to determine the 
need for specific recreational facilities in the community.  Grant history of each park is included.  Post 
Completion Forms for MDNR funded projects are included in the appendix.  The summaries also 
address the accessibility of parks and recreation facilities in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).  In general, all construction since 1991 was required 
to comply with these guidelines. 
 
A general ranking for each park was determined through site visits as follows. 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 
 
Village Owned: 

1. Almont Community  Park 

Size: 14 Acres 

Purpose: Community Park 

Service Area: Almont Community 

Facilities: Ɇ 0ÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ (new play 
scape in 2022 per Township & Village ARPA donation) 

 Ɇ ! picnic pavilion with kitchen and bathroom facilities 
 Ɇ 0ÉÃÎÉÃ ÔÁÂÌÅÓȟ ÂÅÎÃÈÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÒÂÅÑÕÅ ÇÒÉÌÌÓ 
 Ɇ ! ÂÁÌÌ-diamond  
 Ɇ 3wing sets 
 Ɇ 4ÅÎÎÉÓ ÃÏÕÒÔ  ( in poor condition to be renewed) 
 Ɇ ! large sledding hill 
  

Accessibility: Accessibility Rating - 2: Some but not all facilities are accessible. 

Previous Grant Assistance: Project No. 26-01187 - Awarded 1981, $21,500: Funded tennis 
courts and foot bridge.  Foot bridge recently rehabilitated with new 
boards. 
Project No. CM99-352 - Awarded 1999, $21,656: &ÕÎÄÅÄ ΧȟέάΦȭ of 
paved pathway.  Pathway is well used and needs some 
maintenance due to tree roots at east end. 
Project No. RP14-0069 - Awarded 2014, $44,800: Funded 
renovations to the pavilion, adding accessible parking, walking 
route, picnic table, recycle bin, and landscaping. 
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Lighting Project Grants  from Michigan Township Par Plan-
Awarded 2022, $12,750 & monetary donation from DTE Energy: 
Funded New safety lighting in & around pavilion & light poles at 
each end of bridge. 

 

 

2. Burley  Park 

Size: 0.5 Acres 

Purpose: Memorial 

Service Area: Almont Community 

Facilities: Ɇ Flag Pole 

Accessibility: 1: Does not meet accessibility guidelines 

Previous Grant Assistance: No DNR grants to date 

3. Murphy Park  

Size: 0.5 Acres 

Purpose: Memorial 

Service Area: Almont Community 




































